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Beyond Basics Celebrates Successful Tutoring Year with June Events 

 

SOUTHFIELD, Mich., June 4, 2021 –  
 

Curbside Graduations Begin Week of June 7  
 
Beginning the week of June 7, Beyond Basics will host walk-by graduations for Detroit Public Schools 
Community District students in 10th and 11th grades who have completed its intensive literacy tutoring 
program this school year. Student outcomes for the virtual one-on-one tutoring are on par with in-
person instruction. In addition to providing tutoring, Beyond Basics furnished devices to students and 
tutors who needed them, as well as technology support, thanks to the support of its generous donors. 
Each student will receive a certificate of completion, a note from their tutor, a giveaway, and framed 
artwork they completed during the enrichment portion of the program. 

• 10 – 11:30 a.m. Wed., June 9 at Mumford High School 17525 Wyoming Ave, Detroit, 48221 
• 10 – 11:30 a.m. Thurs., June 10 at Osborn High School 11600 Seven Mile E, Detroit, 48205  

 
Celebrating Students’ Success at “Coming Together for Children” Spring Event 
 
What: Beyond Basics’ “Coming Together for Children” Spring Event 
Where:  Detroit Athletic Club, 241 Madison Ave., Detroit, MI 48226  
Date:  Wed., June 23, 2021 
Time: 6 – 10 p.m.   
 
Beyond Basics is thrilled to celebrate successfully tutoring children through a pandemic school year at its 
annual event, “Coming Together for Children,” on Wed., June 23, 2021, at the Detroit Athletic Club. 
Despite a challenging year, Beyond Basics has worked with students, teachers, principals, and families to 
help struggling readers to achieve proficiency to access their education and pursue their dreams after 
pivoting to online one-on-one tutoring. The literacy nonprofit will also honor several individuals and 
partners at the event. 

“We are grateful to celebrate the success of our students thanks to our nurturing tutors who helped 
students navigate a pandemic and the daily challenges found in vulnerable communities,” Pamela Good, 
Beyond Basics co-founder and CEO, said. “Especially this year, I look forward to gathering with our key 
stakeholders, volunteers, donors and team, all of whom work tirelessly to solve the literacy crisis that 
affects all of our students, as well as our communities.”  

For more than a decade, Beyond Basics has worked alongside schools to implement a literacy solution 
that shows success in moving children forward in reading in an average of six weeks. Its multi-sensory, 
holistic program incorporates fine arts enrichment, mentoring, and a nurturing tutor-student 
relationship that benefits the child’s overall wellbeing.   
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2021 Coming Together for Children Spring Event Honorees 
  
Literacy Chair Stuart Dow  
Stuart Dow retired from a career in wealth management at Merrill Lynch and is involved in the Detroit 
Athletic Club’s many partnerships with area non-profits to make a difference in the lives of others. Due 
to his passion for literacy, he lent his support to several Detroit-area public schools. Through his 
involvement in Beyond Basics, he has seen firsthand the challenges of struggling readers and 
has generously contributed to help children become proficient readers. He understands that literacy is 
the key to achieving success in school and in life and will help all students to attain their goals.   
 
Volunteer of the Year Carolyn Lynn  
After retirement from a financial firm, Carolyn Lynn dedicated more time to volunteerism with a passion 
for supporting children. Her affection for the children of Beyond Basics is evident in the amount of time 
she has given, consistently volunteering four days a week organizing and delivering books and 
coats since March 2018 until the day the pandemic forced schools to close in March 2020.  Carolyn 
was selected as our Volunteer of the Year last year; after having to unfortunately cancel last year’s event 
due to the pandemic, Beyond Basics is recognizing her this year.   
 
Partner of the Year Sound Mind Sound Body Curtis Blackwell II  
Curtis Blackwell II has dedicated his life to football. He is Program Director of Sound Mind Sound Body, a 
college preparatory program that has sent over 500 young men to college with full 
scholarships. The program’s goal is to ensure student-athletes succeed not only on the field but also in 
the classroom. Last year, Sound Mind Sound Body partnered with Beyond Basics to improve the literacy 
skills of 50 football players over the summer, piloting our online platform during the pandemic. 
Outcomes proved it was on par with Beyond Basics’ in-person instruction, enabling the organization to 
virtually serve 250 Detroit Public Schools Community District high school students during the 2021-22 
school year. Blackwell also serves on the board for the U.S. Army Great Lakes Battalion and Southeast 
Michigan Youth Football Association and is an advisory council member for Michigan DECA High School 
Association.   
 
“Whatever It Takes” Jim Bauters  
Jim Bauters is a licensed CPA and a partner at UHY Advisors, where he has developed innovative 
financial and business management strategies for clients. He provided ongoing financial advisement to 
Beyond Basics during the lockdown last spring. He was also a pivotal member of the UHY team 
that provided entrée into Finney High School in 2010, the first high school where Beyond Basics began 
serving 9-12th graders, paving the way to widespread work in Detroit Public School Community 
District. He is an active member of several professional accounting groups, as well as in the One 
Hundred Club of Detroit and the Capuchin Soup Kitchen Ministry Council.  
 
About Beyond Basics: In 2002, Beyond Basics was founded to improve educational outcomes for 
students in vulnerable communities. By 2008, the organization had piloted a one-on-one multi-sensory 
tutoring program where K-12 students attain grade-level reading proficiency in an average of six weeks. 
To date, Beyond Basics has served 90,000 students throughout the state. Students grow not only in their 
reading ability, but also in writing and in the fine arts through its Expanding Horizons programs, and the 
Scholars Plus component helps students who are ready to further expand their vocabulary, reading 
comprehension, and prepare for standardized testing. In 2018, the Beyond Basics Family Literacy Center 
opened at the Durfee Innovation Society in Detroit, expanding its reach in the community.  
 
 


